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Bob Linder -

Please arrange for 
a " nice thank you" to Jackie Gleason. 

Jim Connor 
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... J&ckla1 

Mt.Dy thank• low you tbo .. htlul lettew of 
wmber 11, lDYltlaa me to putl.dpate la 

the 197rjacld• OleuoD lawr.-ary Claa•lc, 
which la eelMdul-4 fow W•clDeaclay. 
J'ebnuy ZJ, 1977. 

s.c&aae I eo thoroqWy enjoyed taklq pan 
la the 1915 Claaelc, It wW be a 1rut 
ploa•u• to take pal't 1n ullt year'• •veat. 
aad I am moat happy to accept you eordlal 
lavtt&tloa. 

I look forward to aMlaa J'O'I lD February. 
Meaawhlle, yeu aad M.arllya ba.e tlM 
wal'm••• pod wlalle• of tile eatu• J'ord 
family for a Ye1'J M•'tt'f Cuvtmu. 

Slacerely, 

Mr. Jackle>bteaaoa 
W lllow Wood Road 

( C Lauderhill, Florida 33319 

~: Bill Nlcholson 

GRF :MAF:blh 
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The President 
The ;;'hite Hou se 
~a s h ingto n, D. C. 

Dea r llr. President: 

Nov embe r 1 B, 1 976 

Wh en you accepted our invitation to partici pa te 
in the 1 875 Jackie Gleason Inuerrary Classic, 
it wa s a great thrill for me personally and a 
tremendous boost to the many charitable organiza­
tions which benefit from the Classic each year. 

During your visit to Inverrary you expressed 
interest in returning to play here again. The 
inv itation which I extended then, still stands, 
and I would like to reaffirm our desire to have 
you and your family as our special guests at 
the 1 977 classic. 

I wo uld be most honored if you would join us on 
Wed nesday, February 23, 1977 for a round of golf 
at Inverrary. Bob Hope and one of the top pro­
fessional golfers on the tour will be invited to 
complete the foursome. 

I hope in this smell way I can of fer my personal 
thanks for the many years of public service you 
haue given this nation and for the strong lender­
ship you displayed during a most difficult time 
in history. 

Dest pe r so nal regards . 

JG:SS 
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LF RE CEPTION, WE DNES DAY, FEBRUAR Y 26, 1975 

A s an o ft' lt:e holder who carries a lot of weight in Washington, 

it giv s m e g r e .tl pl c:is ure tonight to sa y "Happy Birthda y" t o a man who 

carr i e s a lot of we ig ht anywhere - - J a ckie Gleason! 

I do appre ciate these few hours of relaxation today -- although 

I fi nd I can never quite put the problems of Washington out of ·my mind --

e v en on the golf course. For instance, going to the first tee, Jackie 

a sked me what 111 y handicap is. I said, "Congress!" 
'. 

But it w ,\s really a great afternoon playing with Jackie, Bob 

Hope, Jack NickLius and Elliott Kahn. They' re all much better golfers 

than I am -- bu t I want you to know that last Saturday afternoon in Washington, 

I shot a 72 ! (Pause ) Actually, it was a 95 but they gave me a rebate. 
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Let m r. Jll t s y th t lorida ' s reputation for sunshine is not 

r '-' str i c t cl to i t .: '.V!~ -\ Lh 1..! r a l n e . Yo ha v giv n Be tty and me two 

mm r bl nrl f , l.owing days. We have b asked in the warmth of the 

sun - - but ev e n mor e important - - in the warmth of your friendshi p. 

Thank you, most sincerely, for allowing two more snow birds 

to roost here today at Inverrary. Until we meet again -- ble ss you all ... 

# # # 1l 
TT 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE FEBRUARY 26 , 1975 

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY 
(Lauderhill Florida ) 

8:00 P.M. EDT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

EXCHANGE OF REMARKS 
BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT 

AND i­
JACKIE.,~SON 

INVERRARY COUNTRY CLUB 

MR. GLEASON: Gentlemen, as you al l know, we are 
honored with the President of the United States, and he wo uld 
like to say a few words. 

Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much, Jackie. 

I don't know a day, since last August, where I 
have had a more enjoyable, a more wonderful time than today 
in this great tournament with you and Bob Hope and Elliott 
Kahn and Jack Nicklaus. You know, this is just one of those 
things that I will always remember, and I thank you and 
the others who participated. 

I -- going a long time back have great respect 
for excellence, and I was playing with some people today 
who epitomize that, you and Bob, in the field of entertain­
ments -- the unquestioned excellence in the field that you 
excel so beautifully in -- Elliott Kahn, a young man who 
has done superbly in the business world, and the one I envy 
the most, (Laughter) it is not you. 

MR. GLEASON: I know. 

THE PRESIDENT: It is not Hope . 

MR. GLEASON: I know. 

THE PRESIDENT: It is not Elliott. If I could just 
be half as good as Jack Nicklaus ... (Laughter.) 

A long time ago, back when the ball was round in 
football , I played a little football against another school 
in the Big Ten, and I loved the competition because Ohio 
State always represented a great skill, great competence, 
tremendous competitive urge and so forth. And as much as I 
hate to lose to them, I think they represent the best, and 
of course , Jack Nicklaus in golf represents the finest. 
And Jack, to play with you today and have you break the 
course record was a great thrill for me. 

HORE 

(OVER) 
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You and I didn' t contribute one thing to our score. 

MR . GLEASON: Yes we did ; you broke a record today. 

THE PRESIDENT: What did I do? 

MR. GLEASON: We we nt around the entire course , and 
there was not one dissident vo ice or sign throughout the 
entire area. And that is a record. 

THE PRESIDENT: Well , I just want to thank you and 
everybody that was related, Mr. Fuqua and all of the others, 
who made a significant contribution to this . 

I have a coupl e of serious comments to make . You 
know, as an office holder in the Federal Government , who 
carrie s a lot of weight in Washington -- in only Washington 
it giv€s me a great deal of pleasure tonight to say that I 
want to extend to you happy birthday, to a man who carries 
a lot of weight, anywhere, anywhere, Jackie Gleason. (Laughter.) 

I did appreciate, as Jack Nicklaus and you and Bob 
and El l iot t Kahn- and the others know -- after a couple of 
hard weeks and a few more coming down the road, it was great 
to be here and participate. Still, I can't quite get all 
of the problems out of my mind, even on a delightful day 
like this. 

You know, on . 
me this question: what 
was referring to golf. 
r eally on my mirid, and 

the first tee, Jackie Gleason asked 
was my greatest problem? I think he 

(Laughter.) But I had what was 
I said, "Congress." (Laughter.) 

' .. 

But I enjoyed playing with others in our fivesome; 
it was a great treat. All of them are -far better, infinitely 
more competent than myself, but I am ,going to work at it. 
And if you are kind enough to invite Betty and me down next 
year -- that is a subtle way of asking for an invitation. 

MR. GLEASON: You are not only invited next year, 
but if you follow me, I know where a martini is. (Laughter.) 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, somebody asked me, out on the 
golf course , how I shot today, and I said I shot a 72. The 
truth was, that is before I asked for a rebate. (Laughter.) 

But, let me say, I appreciate very much, Jackie, 
the opportunity to be with all of you, to be with Jack Nicklaus 
and to meet Barbara Nicklaus and their son, Steve, and 
daughter , Nancy, and to meet the others, who are here, and 
to be with people who are superb, the best. It is the kind 
of challenge tha~ I think we in American have to seek and 
work to achieve. So, thank you very much on behalf of Betty 
and myself, 

MORE 
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You know, we have had more pickets outside of 
Washington concerning her than concerning me, but that is 
an indication of her character. And I am very proud to 
introduce to all of you the First Lady, my dear wife, 
Betty Ford. 

END (AT 8:05 P.M. EDT) 


